GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

1& MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS DEPARTMENT
'.:' r 'L T
4 ORDER
VT
No, 112/MA/O/C-4/1A-2/2010 Dated, Kolkata, the 1 day of March, 2010.

For quite some time now, the Government of West Bengal has been considering the
issues relating to providing secure land tenure to the urban poor families, belonging to
economically weaker sections (EWS) occupying vested land in the urban areas of West

Bengal.

2. It has been noted by the Government of West Bengal that urban poor households
occupy an important place in the process relating to development and inclusive growth.
Absence of secure land tenure hamstrings these processes in numerous ways. The
implementation of schemes relating to provision of housing for urban poor gets
particularly affected due to absence of secure land tenure. The housing schemes for the
urban poor that are being affected in this manner include the centrally sponsored BSUP/
IHSDP schemes under JNNURM, as well as similar schemes launched by the State
Government. In the proposed centrally sponsored Rajiv Awas Yojana, security of land
tenure has evolved as a focal theme. In the State of West Bengal, a Committee under the
Chairmanship of the Chief Secretary has examined the different aspects of the issue in the
detail. The Land and Land Reforms Department, Urban Development Department and the

Department of Municipal Affairs have had dialogues and discussions on the issue.

3. The State Cabinet of West Bengal has since decided in its meeting held on February 18,
2010 to accord its approval to a policy for providing secure land tenure to urban poor
belonging to EWS, occupying vested land.

4, The Governor is accordingly hereby pleased to direct that: -
fi) An urban poor family, having monthly income not exceeding Rupees six
thousand only, may be considered eligible for the purpose of long term



2

settlement for 99 years for such homestead land at a concessional rate of a
token salami of Re. 1/- and subject to other usual terms and conditions,
provided that these urban poor families belonging to EWS are found to have
occupied the land for not less than 20 years.

(ii) In no case shall the settlement of such land be considered in respect of land
which is required by the Government for any infrastructure or
developmental projects including projects towards new housing for the
urban poor.

(iii) Not more than 2 cottahs shall be allowed for any individual EWS family.

(iv) The beneficiary urban poor family to whom such settlement may be granted,
shall not be entitled to transfer such land within a period of 10 years from the
date of execution of lease deed in their favour and even after the lapse of 10
years, such transfer will be allowed only after that is allowed by ‘the
Collector/ District Land and Land Reforms Officer of the district concerned.

(v) The annual rent in respect of such land shall be fixed at par with the land
revenue under the West Bengal Land Reforms Act, 1955 or Kolkata Land
Revenue Act, 2003, as the case may be.

(wvi) ThiErhan local bodies and the EDI'ICEI‘I‘I*EJE] District Land and Land Reforms

Officer will conduct joint survey to ascertain the details of the land of the
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occupiers concerned as well as the detail of such occupants and prepare the
reports accordingly for sending the same to the Land and Land Reforms
Department for finalization of settlement of land by that Department for 99

years with the occupier concerned.

5. Necessary consultation with the Land and Land Reforms Department has been made
in this regard and this order has been duly vetted by L & LR Department vide their U.O.
No. LRC/5065/10 dated the 26" day of February, 2010.

By order of the Governor,
Sd./- K.C. Mondal
Spl. Secy. to the Govt. of West Bengal.









